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Autumn 2023

Welcome!
Wow! Where does the time go? It seems like 5 minutes since I was writing the last newsletter, and here we are again! Autumn already!  Shorter days, longer nights, but still lots going on here at Sight Concern!

Our 2023 Volunteer Thank You Event		
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Description automatically generated] It was lovely to be able to welcome so many of our fabulous volunteers at the Thank You event this year.  With over 80 volunteers attending, it was a great opportunity to get to know you, and I think you’ll agree what a fantastic occasion it was! Many thanks to everyone for your feedback, it is much appreciated.
We were graciously hosted by Worcestershire County Cricket Club, and sponsored by Spire Technology Group, Newmedica and St.Peter’s Garden Centre. Our CEO, Anne Eyre, welcomed everyone; our entertainment was provided by So Xsighted Morris Dancers and Rod Barlow whilst Lee Greatbatch and Allan Morris inspired us all with their speeches, and we all enjoyed the delicious afternoon tea spread.
Next year we hope to hold another event during national Volunteer’s Week (1-7th June), so please pencil it into your diaries! 

In the meantime, if you know of any local businesses that would be willing to sponsor a table at the event next year, please let me know.



Focus On…
Allan Roberts: Client, Volunteer, Motivational Speaker and Mindset Programme Pioneer.
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Allan tells us ‘I have an exceptional range of interests, with 1,000 books on personal interests, 1,000 books on personal development, including over 200 specifically on Mindset, which I have been studying and learning about for sixty-one years. 
I transform vulnerable students into high achievers so they can reach their true potential. My tag line is ‘Championing Youth for a Better Tomorrow’. I’ve designed a Mindset Programme for schools, designed to raise a ‘C’ level student to ’A’ level, and arranged a trial at the local high school where I have already introduced and taught Public Speaking. I’m also supporting four African orphanages with my programmes and have a Mindset Programme for men approaching retirement, as well as a Debt Management Programme.
I enjoy public speaking to raise funds and awareness for charities and contact and support carers each week; something I’ve done for over thirteen years.
 I am a member of the local history group and give talks on ancient history, the Pyramids, ancient technology, prehistory and aliens, amongst other subjects.
Each week I post a chapter of my life story in a small Facebook group. I’m writing a book and expect to complete the by early spring 2024, before publishing.



Keeping in Touch:
I will be hosting Zoom meetings for volunteers, to have a catch up and hear your experiences, ideas and ways you would like to support us and our clients.
These meetings will be: 
Monday 6th November at 2.00pm and Tuesday 7th November at 10.30am 
The meeting ID is 288 992 0555 
Please contact me on 01905 723245 or n.poole@sightconcern.co.uk for the password and to confirm your attendance.

Upcoming Events:
[image: Free Funny Christmas Clipart, Download Free Funny Christmas Clipart png ...]In December we will be holding our annual Christmas Party at The Bradbury Centre on Monday 18th December 2.00pm – 4.00pm, and we would be delighted if you could come!
If you are unable to attend the Worcester group, you will be more than welcome to attend your local Connections group party:
Wyre Forest	 Tuesday 28th November 10.00am -12.00pm
Bromsgrove	 Tuesday 5th December 10.30am – 12.30pm
Redditch		 Monday 11th December 2.00pm – 4.00pm
Evesham 		Tuesday 19th December 1.30pm – 3.30pm
Malvern 		TBC
To enable us to cater for correct numbers, please RSVP to n.poole@sightconcern.co.uk or phone 01905 723245 by Wednesday 15th November. 
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Opportunities Available:
Could you help….
· A gentleman in Malvern would love someone to visit and help him prune his garden.
· A lady and gentleman in Kidderminster would like a volunteer to enable them to go on longer walks in various locations.
· A walking group in Malvern need a new group leader to go on more challenging multi-terrain walks.
· A 62 year old man in Evesham is hoping a volunteer can help him access visually impaired cricket sessions.
· A 52 year old lady in Droitwich would like a face-to-face befriender to be a gym buddy and for coffee and chats.
· Several ladies in Evesham and Kidderminster would like someone to support them for sporting activities and swimming.
· A 53 year old male in Kidderminster is looking for a befriender to get out and about for coffee and chats and possibly trips out.
· Centre-based support needed, selling our second-hand goods on Ebay.

As always, we have plenty of opportunities for :
· Telephone befriending 
· Helping with refreshments at our monthly Connections groups, held in Worcester, Malvern, Evesham, Redditch, Bromsgrove, and Wyre Forest
· Helping with refreshments at our centre-based events
· Supporting our centre-based weekly Arts and Crafts group

Please do get in touch with me on 01905 723245 or email n.poole@sightconcern.co.uk if you can help.       
       
As always, thank you for everything you do!
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