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Dear Member of Parliament                        

I am aware that the Government announced in the Budget that it intended to review the assessment of DLA and as I claim Disability Living Allowance (DLA) I am extremely worried that I may lose the benefit, or face reductions to the amount that I am entitled to. DLA money enables me to get around independently and also pays some of the extra costs I have to meet because of my sight loss. Without this money I would be stuck at home more, and face real problems in paying for essential items.

The consultation proposes that the Care Component of DLA, which has three rates, will in future have only two rates. It doesn't say whether these two new rates will be lower than the current ones, but people like me may lose DLA Care completely. It also says that everyone who currently gets DLA will be reassessed, presumably so that many thousands of us fail the new assessment; lose some or all of our DLA.

I am also very concerned at the proposed removal of automatic entitlements to specified DLA components, with effect from 2013, awarded to DLA claimants with certain health conditions including people who are deafblind or severely sight impaired.  The previous government intended that from April 2011, they would have automatic entitlement to the Higher Rate Mobility Component.  The DWP is now proposing to withdraw this with every case requiring separate assessment (except people who are terminally ill)

I would also point out that this is not just about DLA, there are wider repercussions. If people lose DLA, they will also lose exemption from the overall benefit cap that is being introduced, as well as often losing entitlement to the Disability Premium and Severe Disability Premium in other benefits. 

The Government has said it wants to target DLA on those people with the greatest needs, presumably meaning they will remove it from people with low or moderate needs. Local Authorities are cutting their support to disabled people all over the country, increasing charges and tightening eligibility criteria for care and support. If DLA is removed from disabled people they will in all likelihood find no other support is available to fill that gap, this will result in them being less able to deal with any future deterioration in their sight.

The Prime Minister said a fair and civilised society gives money to help the poorest.  I do not believe that the proposals on DLA fit in with this vision of fairness and ask you to make my views known to the Minister for Disabled People. 

I look forward to hearing from you

Yours sincerely,
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